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PRAGUE CRITERIA 
For Endoscopically Suspected Esophageal 
Columnar Metaplasia/Barrett’s Esophagus
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4Measure Depth Of 
Endoscope Insertion* 

At The Maximum Extent 
Of Suspected Columnar 

Metaplasia#  
= 29 cm

Measure Depth Of 
Endoscope Insertion* 
At The Most Proximal 

Circumferential Extent 
Of Suspected Columnar  

Metaplasia#

= 33 cm

Subtract the Depth of 
Insertion for Circumferential 

and Maximum Extents 
from the Depth of 

Endoscope Insertion at the 
Gastroesophageal Junction†

:36cm - 33cm = C3
:36cm - 29cm = M7
Prague C3 and M7

Ensure Hiatus Hernia 
Is Recognised By 

Distinguishing Diaphragmatic 
Hiatal Impression From 

Gastroesophageal Junction

Look For Displacement Of 
Squamocolumnar Junction 
Above Gastroesophageal 

Junction

Locate Gastroesophageal 
Junction By Depth Of Endoscope 

Insertion* At Level Of: 
– tops of gastric

mucosal folds
– sphincter “pinch”

= 36 cm
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Developed by the Barrett’s Oesophagus Subgroup of the International 
Working Group for the Classifi cation of Refl ux Oesophagitis (IWGCO)

*  To the nearest centimeter
# Squamous and columnar islands do NOT 

contribute to measures of extent
† To the nearest centimeter, except when areas of 

columnar metaplasia are estimated to be less than 
1 cm: report this as <1cm

Hiatus Hernia


